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Inspiration

I S S U E  NO .  6
 

A P R I L  -  J U N E ,  2 0 2 2

 Maia Hair - The Natural Hair Stylist, wearing
one of her own branded apparel.
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We, BEYOND IYANOLA, are a group of enthusiastic
citizens of the world, of Saint Lucian heritage, based
mainly in overseas territories, creating a movement
for development.

In this issue of BEYOND
IYANOLA'S Digest, we meet
Maia Compton, Lucesse
Samuel and Mathurine
Emmanuel. Three dynamic
creatives inspiring with pure
Saint Lucian Talent.

T h i s  i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  h a r n e s s i n g  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e
m i g h t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  w e l l - w i s h e r s .  W i t h  a
f o c u s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  S a i n t  L u c i a ,  w e  r e c o g n i s e
t h a t  t r u e  p r o g r e s s  c a n  o n l y  c o m e  f r o m  a  p r o c e s s
o f  r e f l e c t i o n ,  i n f u s e d  w i t h  a  h e a l t h y  d o s e  o f
r e a l i s m  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h o u t .  W e
b e l i e v e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i s  k e y  a n d  a s  w e  a r e
s t r o n g e r  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  w o r k  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  c e l e b r a t e
a n d  a m p l i f y  t h e  e n d e a v o u r s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f
o u r  d i a s p o r a .

2 B E Y O N D  I Y A N O L A  D I G E S T



W I N D R U S H  D A Y  2 2 N D  J U N E  E V E R Y
Y E A R

I n  t h e  U K  2 2 n d  J u n e ,  n o w  m a r k s
t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  t r a v e l l e d  t o
t h e  U K  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e c o v e r y
e f f o r t  a f t e r  W W I I .

T h e s e  p e o p l e ,  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  f r o m
o t h e r  i s l a n d s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a n d
r e l a t i v e s ,  w e r e  t h e n  t r e a t e d
u n f a i r l y .
  

Y o u  c a n  r e a d  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  h e r e  -
h t t p s : / / w w w . g o v . u k / g o v e r n m e n t /
p u b l i c a t i o n s / w i n d r u s h - s c h e m e

On 11th May 2022, our cofounder, Mandy Preville-Findlay alongside the Ambassador for Diaspora
Affairs of Saint Lucia; Ambassador Du Bois, were panelists for the European Union Global Diaspora
Facility (EUDiF). This space explored innovative ways of potentially learning from the diaspora.
(Pictured)

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
REVIEW FORUM

From 16th - 20th May 2022, country
representatives from around the world
gathered in New York to discuss the Global
Compact on Migration for the first time since
its inception.  

J A M A I C A  6 0 ,  9 T H  B I E N N I A L
D I A S P O R A  C O N F E R E N C E  

T h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  f r o m
1 4 t h  -  1 6 t h  J u n e ,  2 0 2 2 .  I t  w a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e
s t r a t e g i e s  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  o n e
C a r i b b e a n  I s l a n d  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h
d i a s p o r a .
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Engagements and Events 



Hydrating Flower Mist (£7)*
Balancing Oil Drops (£12)*
Nourishing Oil Blend 

Apart from having an imagination for creating flattering hair
designs, Maia can be found mixing up amazing products to
preserve natural hair. These products are designed to hydrate
and moisturise your hair in its natural state.  
 
Products include:-

      (Shea Butter based - £15)*

Available for purchase in the 
salon or via DM on email,
Instagram and Facebook.

 *Current retail price.
 

Meet 35-year-old, Maia Compton. A creative
Natural Afro Hair Stylist and Loctician, based in
Leytonstone, East London.

This Saint Lucia national has a passion for
hairdressing and if you are in any doubt about her
skills and ambition, you are in for a treat.

So what motivates Ms. Compton to do what she
does? Here she is sharing it all. Maia is not just your
regular hair technician. This is truly her passion.

"As a hairdresser, I function as a place of rest for a lot
of people who come through the door, who sit in my
chair. Just a place where they can be still for the
length of time it takes for their appointment before
they are up and at it again, whether it be work or
other life commitments. I tend to hold a lot of space
for people to be themselves. This leads to many
opportunities for connecting the community. As I get
to know people I am able to match them according to
their needs, whether they need a plumber, caterer,
DJ. It makes it a community hub."         
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T h e  o w n e r  o f  M a i  H a i r
( L t d ) ,  M a i a ,  o r i g i n a l l y
f r o m  B o i s  D ' O r a n g e ,  h a s
f a m i l y  t i e s  f r o m  C h o i s e u l
i n  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  i s l a n d
o f  S a i n t  L u c i a .  S h e  h o l d s  a
B A  ( H o n s )  B u s i n e s s
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  a  L e v e l
2  D i p l o m a  i n  W o m e n ' s
H a i r d r e s s i n g .  
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Over the years, Maia has garnered a
wealth of experience and knowledge
about her passion. From her early days
at St Joseph's Convent, right through to
University. She shares with us some of
her insights.

Top Tips for Business

Set boundaries when setting up a
business in terms of your time and
availability. Keep time for yourself and
your family.

Know your worth, ensure you set your
price, don't negotiate your price, and
stick to it. If you know your worth
because you have put in the effort, in
terms of education, skill set, time
management etc, you have no reason to
give discounts. Black Businesses should
not equal discounted or cheaper. 

Top Tips for Clients

Source your stylist, there is a difference
between someone who knows how to do
hair and someone who is knowledgeable
and passionate about doing hair and likes
to do hair. I recommend you find
someone who also knows how to take
care of your hair not just style your hair.
Over time hair gets weaker and it is
increasingly important to have someone
to support you on that journey. Know
whose hands are in your hair.
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Maia at work, demonstrating a flat twist hairstyle
to other stylists during one of her training sessions,
passing on her skills and experiences which started
with a training course under the tutelage of
hairstylist, Cecilia.

Maia believes that becoming an expert in your field
necessitates spending time in the company of
professionals and sees this as a viable root for up-leveling
the hairstyle industry in Saint Lucia.

Connect with Maia via:

Instagram @_miahair

Email - info@mai-uk.com

U P T W I S T
H A I R S T Y L E S  B Y
M A I  H A I R  ( L T D )
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As to future projects, this
creative director says 'nothing

is off the table'. 

Teacher, Author, Movie Director

It is our great pleasure to introduce the
indefatigable, Mathurine Emmanuel. 

If you know this determined soul, you will agree
that she does not know how to take 'no' for an
answer. If you are new to her story, allow us to paint
you a picture.

On 10th April 2018, some of us in the Saint Lucia
Diaspora in the UK received a callout. It stated that
a fellow national needed support in the form of
extras with clothing and other items from the
Windrush Generation. Those of us with a flexible
work schedule gathered at the St Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church, with not even an inkling of what
was about to take place.

At the appointed hour, in sailed Mrs Emmanuel with
an entourage in tow, whom we later learned was a
group of volunteer, movie enthusiasts, who gave of
themselves to see her dream through until the end. 

She greeted us with hugs and kisses, as one does to
long, lost family. Reminiscing with Mathurine about
the whole experience brings to the fore the
realisation that in the face of almost
insurmountable odds, she chose to keep the faith.
Including, not knowing how she would finance the
project. Of that she says 'Everything came at the
right time!'

She recounts that at age 12, her teacher took her
palm and told her that she was destined for great
things. And she chose to believe that. An avid
entertainer, she carried her love of the Arts
throughout her career as a teacher.

Mrs Emmanuel cites the support of Allbiz Limited; a
production company, the passion of Bernard Fanis
for our culture, and the selflessness of the team
around her, for the success of this project.

There is much more to this story but this will have
to suffice for now. We look forward to the UK book
launch and movie premiere. 

 

M A T H U R I N E  E M M A N U E L
( R I G H T )  W I T H  H E R  F A M I L Y  A T

T H E  P R I V A T E  S C R E E N I N G  O F
H E R  W I N D R U S H  M O V I E  -

' S H A N T A Y E ' S  W O R L D '
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The story of
Shantaye's

World

Those of you in New York had the
opportunity to be a part of Mrs Emmanuel's  

book launch.

This lastest offering by Mrs
Emmanuel, follows the tragic
start to life of Shantaye
Anderson, who has the
misfortune of falling for the
son of the resident white
doctor. With her father now
her only parent, after her
mother died giving birth to her,
Shantaye's world further
implodes when she is shipped
off to Post-war Britain. There
she must find her way and
hope that their love will be
enough.

Be sure to get your copy of this
piece of history via Amazon - 
 Shantaye's World:
Amazon.co.uk: Emmanuel,
Mathurine: 9798401320049:
Books.
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Of her time in the UK, Mathurine has many fond memories and leaves us with these
words to share. 

"I would do this again, 1000 times, with the same people because happiness equals high
productivity. A beautiful thing came out of a beautiful thing. I appreciate all the support
I got from the diaspora. No one can take your dream from you, just grab it by the horns
and run with it!"

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Shantayes-World-Mathurine-Emmanuel/dp/B09VWMGR6T/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1654016594&refinements=p_27%3AMathurine+Emmanuel&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Mathurine+Emmanuel
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    L U C E S S E
S A M U E L

 

O W N E R  &  F O U N D E R
 

L U C E S S E  H O U S E
O F  F A S H I O N  
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" M Y  B I G G E S T

I N T E R E S T  A N D

P A S S I O N  I S  M A K I N G

W O M E N  O F  A L L

S H A P E S  A N D  S I Z E S

F E E L  B E A U T I F U L ,

C O N F I D E N T  A N D

U N I Q U E  J U S T  A S  T H E Y

A R E "



L U C E S S E ' S
D A U G H T E R S
W E A R I N G  H E R
D E S I G N S  
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L u c e s s e  S a m u e l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  B e l l e  V u e
i n  V i e u x  F o r t ,  S a i n t  L u c i a ,  i s  t h e  o w n e r
a n d  f o u n d e r  o f  L u c e s s e  H o u s e  o f  F a s h i o n
b a s e d  i n  L e w i s h a m ,  L o n d o n .

S h e  i s  a  s e l f - m o t i v a t e d  f a s h i o n  d e s i g n e r
a n d  d r e s s m a k e r  w h o  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  m a d e -
t o - m e a s u r e  o u t f i t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  w o m e n .
L u c e s s e  e x p l a i n s  h e r  v i s i o n  h e r e .

M y  b i g g e s t  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  p a s s i o n s  f o c u s
o n  m a k i n g  w o m e n  o f  a l l  s h a p e s  a n d  s i z e s
f e e l  b e a u t i f u l ,  c o n f i d e n t ,  a n d  u n i q u e  j u s t
a s  t h e y  a r e .  I  a l s o  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  m y
j o u r n e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s .

A l s o ,  i m p r o v i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m y
b r a n d  i n  t h e  f a s h i o n  i n d u s t r y
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a n d  g l o b a l l y .  I  a l w a y s
p u s h  m y s e l f  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a n d  c h a l l e n g e
m y s e l f  m o r e ;  t h a t  i s  w h y  I  l o v e  w h a t  I
d o .

F a s h i o n  d e s i g n e r s  h o l d  a  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n
o u r  w o r l d .  O u r  t a l e n t  a n d  v i s i o n  p l a y  a
b i g  p a r t  i n  h o w  p e o p l e  l o o k  t h e r e b y
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l
i d e n t i t y  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l .  I  l o v e  t o
r e s e a r c h  f a s h i o n  t r e n d s ,  s k e t c h  d e s i g n s ,
a n d  s o u r c e  f a b r i c  t o  c r e a t e  b e a u t i f u l
g a r m e n t s .

 

I T  T A K E S  A  L O T  T O  L E A R N ,  T O  G R O W .  T O
G E T  U P  W H E N  Y O U  F A L L .  K E E P  G O I N G .

 
L U C E S S E  



L e s s o n s  a n d  T o p  T i p s  

K n o w l e d g e  i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .
A s  a  d r e s s m a k e r  a n d  f a s h i o n
d e s i g n e r ,  o n e  m u s t  k n o w  h o w  t o
c o n s t r u c t  a  g a r m e n t  a n d  h a v e  a
l o t  o f  p a t i e n c e  a n d  p a s s i o n .   I ’ v e
l e a r n t  m a n y  s k i l l s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s
t h a t  h a v e  h e l p e d  m e  g e t  t o  w h e r e
I  a m  n o w  a n d  m a d e  m y  j o b  e a s i e r .

L e a r n  f r o m  o t h e r s  -  I  u s e  a l l  t h a t
I  l e a r n t  f r o m  M r s  A l t i u s  a n d  h e r
d a u g h t e r  ( w h o  t a u g h t  m e  t o
e x t e n d  o n  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f
s e w i n g ) .

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i s  k e y .  I  f o c u s  o n
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  m y  c l o t h e s .  W i t h
M a d e - t o - M e a s u r e ,  w e  a r e  m a k i n g
s u r e  w e  a r e  n o t  o v e r p r o d u c i n g
a n d  a l s o  k e e p i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  a l l  o f
t h e  i t e m s  p r o d u c e d .

F A S H I O N  D E S I G N E R S  A N D
D R E S S M A K E R S  A L W A Y S  H A V E  T O
S T U D Y  A N D  R E S E A R C H  T R E N D S  I N
O R D E R  T O  K E E P  U P  A N D  S T A Y
R E L E V A N T  W I T H  T H E  L A T E S T  S T Y L E S .  
D E A D L I N E S  E X I S T  I N  E V E R Y
I N D U S T R Y  A N D  F A S H I O N  I S  N O
E X C E P T I O N ,  I T  T A K E S  H A R D  W O R K
A N D  A L S O  W O R K I N G  O N  T H E  D A Y S
O F F  I N  O R D E R  T O  D E L I V E R  O N  T I M E .

A range of designs by
Lucesse
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Email:  beyondiyanola@gmail.com
    
Facebook:  @beyondiyanola
    
Twitter:  @BIyanola
 
Instagram: @BeyondIyanola
 
Issuu:  issuu.com/beyondiyanola 

LinkedIn: Beyond Iyanola
 
Phone: (+44) 7784 885477

Compiled and Edited by:
Mandy Preville-Findlay and Marlon Findlay

GET IN TOUCH
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S p r i n g  h a s  c o m e  a n d  g o n e  a n d  a s  w e  g e a r  u p  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d

h a l f  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  w e  g i v e  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  w h o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t

o u r  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  d i a s p o r a .  

W e  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  M a t h u r i n e  E m m a n u e l ,  w h o  i n

t h e  f a c e  o f  a l l  t h e  o d d s ,  h e l d  s t e a d f a s t  a n d  w a s  a b l e  t o

r e l e a s e  S h a n t a y e ' s  W o r l d  -  h e r  W i n d r u s h  m o v i e  c e n t r e d  o n

S a i n t  L u c i a n  h e r i t a g e .  

T h i s  s u m m e r  a n d  a u t u m n  a r e  s e t  t o  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  l e a r n i n g

a n d  g r o w t h  a s  B E Y O N D  I Y A N O L A  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  f o r

d e v e l o p m e n t .

L o o k  o u t  f o r  m o r e  e x c i t i n g  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  B E Y O N D  I Y A N O L A

D i g e s t  a s  w e  e x p l o r e  t h e  S a i n t  L u c i a  C a d e t  C o r p s ,  P a r e n t i n g

i n  t h e  d i a s p o r a  a n d  A c a d e m i c  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f

o u r  N a t i o n a l s .

D r o p  u s  a  l i n e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  f e a t u r e d  i n  a n y  o f  o u r

p u b l i c a t i o n s  o r  k n o w  s o m e o n e  o f  S a i n t  L u c i a n  H e r i t a g e  w h o

w a n t s  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  s t o r y .


